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Most Reverend Ramón Bejarano 
Auxiliary Bishop of San Diego 

Titular Bishop of Carpi 
 
Most Reverend Ramón Bejarano  
Auxiliary Bishop of San Diego 

Birth Date:   July 17, 1969 
Birth Place:  Seagraves, Texas  
Seminary:   Studied philosophy for the diocese at the Archdiocesan 

Seminary of Tijuana and then completed his theological 
studies at Mount Angel Seminary in Oregon. 

Ordination:  August 15, 1998  
Diocese:   Stockton, California 

Bishop Ramón Bejarano, 50, was born in Seagraves, Texas, on July 17, 1969, the 
son of José and María Elena Bejarano. His family moved back to Mexico soon 
after his birth, and he spent his early life in Aldama, Chihuahua, México. 
 

"I am humbled and honored by my appointment as auxiliary bishop of San 
Diego,” said Bishop-Elect Bejarano. “It is a great sadness for me to leave the 
people and parishes whom I have served for the past twenty one years.  But I am 
joyful that I will be ministering in the Diocese of San Diego and serving this 
diverse and vibrant local church." 
 

Bishop Ramón Bejarano and his family moved to Tracy when he was 18. He 
immediately began working in the agricultural fields of the San Joaquin Valley 
to help support his family. Two years later, Ramón was able to act on his long 
standing desire to become a priest and applied to be a seminarian in the Diocese 
of Stockton.   
 

Bishop Ramón Bejarano was ordained to the priesthood by the Most Rev. Donald 
Montrose on August 15, 1998 for service in the Diocese of Stockton.  He served 
as parochial vicar in the parishes of St. George in Stockton and Sacred Heart in 
Turlock. He was later called to be the founding pastor of Holy Family parish in 
Modesto in 2005.  He was the pastor of St. Stanislaus Church in Modesto from 
2008 to 2019 when he was appointed Pastor of the Cathedral of the 
Annunciation in Stockton. 
 

Bishop Ramón Bejarano has served as chaplain to the Migrant Ministry in the 
Stockton diocese, where he celebrated Mass with and for the families and 
workers in the migrant camps along with providing the sacraments and 
counseling.  He has been the spiritual director for the Spanish Catholic Radio in 
the area. He also served in leadership positions at the Stockton Diocese as a 
member of the Presbyteral (Priest) Council, the Diaconate Board, the 
Preparatory Commission for the Diocesan Synod of 2005, and the College of 
Consultors. 
 

Bishop Ramón Bejarano has two brothers, a sister and a mother who live in 
Texas.  His father passed away in 1995. 
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My Soul Is Thirsting For You 
The Episcopal Coat of Arms of the 

Most Reverend Ramón Bejarano 
Auxiliary Bishop of San Diego 

Titular Bishop of Carpi 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLAZON:  Or, four pallets wavy Azure; on a chief Gules flanked to dexter by 
an image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Or, crowned and wounded Gules, 
enflamed Or and to sinister a rose Or, a sun in its splendor Or charged with a 
plate. Shield ensigned with an episcopal cross Or behind the shield and a 
bishop’s galero Vert cords and twelve tassels disposed in three rows of one, 
two and three all Vert. On a scroll below the shield the motto: “My Soul Is 
Thirsting For You”. 

EXPLANATION: The personal coat of arms assumed by Bishop Bejarano 
combines symbols that are meaningful to him reflecting his spiritual life and 
priestly ministry. The main part of the shield shows four wavy vertical lines on 
a gold background. These represent flowing waters. This alludes to his 
chosen motto and also symbolizes the graces that come from the Divine life 
to quench our thirst for God. 
 
The upper third of the shield, called a “chief” is red because it is borrowed for 
the coat of arms of the Order of Mercy, the Mercedarians, of which the 
bishop’s patron saint, Raymond Nonnatus, was a member. The central symbol 
resembles a monstrance because St. Raymond is often depicted artistically 
holding a monstrance. Furthermore, the Eucharist is, for Bishop Bejarano, 
the inspiration for his priestly vocation. It was through the Eucharist that he 
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received his call to the priesthood at age seven and which keeps his faith and 
his ministry going. It represents the call to offer oneself as a living sacrifice. 
 
The monstrance is flanked on either side by an image of the Sacred Heart 
alluding to the mercy of God and echoing the idea of a sacrificial offering of 
oneself united to the sacrifice of Christ and of a rose for Our Lady. In 
particular, it is an allusion to Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the 
Americas. This is for the bishop’s Hispanic heritage. In connection with the 
appearance of Our Lady to Juan Diego the miraculous blooming of roses in 
December occurred. 
 
The motto below the shield is, “My Soul Is Thirsting For You” from Psalm 63. 
He chose this because he sees it as also connected with St. Augustine’s phrase 
about our restless heart. (“Our hearts are restless, O God, until they rest in 
Thee”) The human heart seeks God, and Bishop Bejarano sees the need for 
evangelization for so many thirsting souls. 
 
The shield is also ensigned with those external ornaments that indicate the 
bearer is a bishop. The gold (yellow) cross is placed vertically behind and 
extending above and below the shield. This is often mistakenly thought to be a 
processional cross like those used in liturgical processions. That is not 
entirely right. In former times archbishops, and later all bishops, had a cross 
mounted on a staff carried immediately in front of them while in procession or 
on solemn occasions. This cross was a symbol of their rank as bishop. While 
such an episcopal cross is no longer used practically it has been retained 
heraldically. In fact, there are other clerics who make use of the 
ecclesiastical hat with its many tassels but the one true heraldic emblem of a 
bishop, and the only essential one, is the episcopal cross placed behind the 
shield. 
 
Above the shield is the ecclesiastical hat, called a galero which, in heraldry, 
replaces the martial helmet, mantling and crest. “The hat with six pendant 
tassels (green, purple or black) on each side is universally considered in 
heraldry as the sign of prelacy. It, therefore, pertains to all who are actually 
prelates.” (Heim, Bruno B., Heraldry in the Catholic Church 1978, page 114) 
The galero is green with green cords pendant from it and twelve green 
tassels arranged in a pyramid shape on either side of the shield. At one time in 
history bishops and archbishops wore green before adopting the more Roman 
purple we see today. In heraldry the green hat and tassels was retained for 
prelates with the rank of bishop according to the Instruction of the 
Secretariat of State, “Ut Sive” of March, 1969. 
 
The armorial bearings of Bishop Bejarano were designed, blazoned and 
rendered by the Rev. Guy Selvester, a priest of the Diocese of Metuchen. 
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Rite of Ordination of a Bishop 
Rito de la Ordenación del Obispo 

 
 
Prelude/Preludio Canción del Misionero 
 Anónimo 
The Introductory Rites/Ritos Iniciales 
 
Entrance Hymn/Canto de Entrada  Pueblo de Reyes 
 Lucien Deiss  
Act/Acto Penitencial  

Gloria/Gloria Recited/Recitado 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collect/Colecta

Glory to God in the highest, 
   and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
   have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
   receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word/Liturgia de la Palabra 
 
First Reading/Primera Lectura Genesis 12:1-3 
 
En aquellos días, dijo el Señor a Abram: "Deja tu país, a tu parentela y la casa 

de tu padre, para ir a la tierra que yo te mostraré. Haré nacer de ti un gran 

pueblo y te bendeciré. Engrandeceré tu nombre y tú mismo serás una bendición. 

Bendeciré a los que te bendigan, maldeciré a los que te maldigan. En ti serán 

bendecidos todos los pueblos de la tierra". 
 
Responsorial Psalm/Salmo Responsorial 

 
Psalm 63 Owen Alstott 

 
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God 
 

Second Reading/Segunda Lectura 2 Timoteo 1, 6 -14  
 
Beloved, I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you have through 

the imposition of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but 

rather of power and love and self-control. So do not be ashamed of your 

testimony to our Lord, nor of me, a prisoner for his sake; but bear your share 

of hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes from God. He saved 

us and called us to a holy life, not according to our works but according to 

his own design and the grace bestowed on us in Christ Jesus before time began, 

but now made manifest through the appearance of our savior Christ Jesus, 

who destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through the 

gospel, for which I was appointed preacher and apostle and teacher. On this 

account I am suffering these things; but I am not ashamed, for I know him in 

whom I have believed and am confident that he is able to guard what has been 

entrusted to me until that day. Take as your norm the sound words that you 

heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard this rich 

trust with the help of the Holy Spirit that dwells within us. 
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Gospel Acclamation/Aclamación del Evangelio 
 
Aleluya  Misa del Pueblo Inmigrante 
 Bob Hurd 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and mine know me. 
John 10:14 

Yo soy el buen pastor, dice el Señor; yo conozco a mis ovejas y ellas me 
conocen a mí. Juan 10,14  

 

Gospel/Evangelio John 21:15-19 

 

En aquel tiempo, le preguntó Jesús a Simón Pedro: "Simón, hijo de Juan, ¿me 

amas más que éstos?". Él le contestó: "Sí, Señor, tú sabes que te quiero". Jesús 

le dijo: "Apacienta mis corderos". Por segunda vez le preguntó: "Simón, hijo de 

Juan, ¿me amas?". Él le respondió: "Sí, Señor, tú sabes que te quiero". Jesús le 

dijo: "Pastorea mis ovejas".  

Por tercera vez le preguntó: "Simón, hijo de Juan, ¿me quieres?". Pedro se 

entristeció de que Jesús le hubiera preguntado por tercera vez si lo quería, y 

le contestó: "Señor, tú lo sabes todo; tú bien sabes que te quiero". Jesús le 

dijo: "Apacienta mis ovejas.  

Yo te aseguro: cuando eras joven, tú mismo te ceñías la ropa e ibas a donde 

querías; pero cuando seas viejo, extenderás los brazos y otro te ceñirá y te 

llevará a donde no quieras". Esto se lo dijo para indicarle con qué género de 

muerte habría de glorificar a Dios.  

Después le dijo: "Sígueme". 
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Rite of Ordination 
Rito de la Ordenación 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remain standing 
 
 

 Veni Creator Spiritus Chant, Mode VIII 

 Presentation of the Bishop-Elect/Presentación del Elegido 
 

 Apostolic Letter/Carta Apostólica  be seated 

 Consent of the People/Consentimiento del pueblo 

 Homily/Homilía Most Reverend Robert W. McElroy 
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 Promise of the Elect/Promesa del elegido remain seated 

 Litany of Supplication/Oración litánica  kneel 

 Laying on of Hands/Imposición de Manos Stand 

 Prayer of Ordination/Oración de Ordenación 

 Anointing of the Head/Unción de la cabeza  be seated 

 Handing on of the Book of the Gospels and the Insignia/ 
Entrega del libro de los Evangelios y de las insignias 

 Seating of the Bishop/Asiento del obispo 

 Fraternal Kiss of Peace/Beso de paz  be seated 
 
 Sacerdote Para Siempre 
 Jeséd 
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The Liturgy of the Eucharist/Liturgia Eucarística 

 

Preparation of the Offerings/Preparación de las Ofrendas 

 Quisiera Ser Tu Cruz 
 Mercedes Casas 

 

Sanctus/Santo Misa del Pueblo Inmigrante 
 Bob Hurd 
 

Memorial Acclamation/Aclamación Conmemorativa 

  Misa del Pueblo Inmigrante 
 Bob Hurd 

 

Amen/Amén Misa del Pueblo Inmigrante 
 Bob Hurd 
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The Communion Rite/Rito de la Comunión 

 

Lord’s Prayer/Padre Nuestro 

Sign of Peace/Rito de la Paz 

Agnus Dei/Cordero de Dios Misa del Pueblo Inmigrante 
 Bob Hurd 
 

Communion Hymn/Canto de la Comunión Ven Al Banquete 
 Bob Hurd 
 

 Oh Señor, Delante de Ti 
 Carmelo Erdozáin 

 

Prayer after Communion/Oración Despues de la Comunión 

Hymn of Thanksgiving/Himno de Acción de Gracias 

The newly ordained bishop is led through the church, offering his 
first blessing as a bishop. 

 

 The Summons 
 Kelvingrove 

Remarks Most Reverend Ramón Bejarano 
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The Concluding Rites/RITO DE LA CONCLUSIÓN  

 

Blessing and Dismissal/BENDICIÓN Y DESPEDIDA  

Recessional Hymn/CANTO DE DESPEDIDA 

 Aquí Estoy/Here I Am 
 Ivan Diaz/Rob Galea 
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Music Reprint Permissions Through OneLicense.net No. A-706245 

Pueblo de Reyes, Lucien Deiss, Spanish tr. María Pilar de la Figuera, text and music, 
© 1965, 1966, WLP. Misa del Pueblo Inmigrante, Spanish text, Misal Romano, tercera 
edición © 2014, US Conference of Catholic Bishops – Conferencia Episcopal 
Mexicana. All rights reserved. Music: Bob Hurd, © 1994, 2010, Published by OCP. 
Psalm 63: My Soul Is Thirsting, Text © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL. All rights reserved. 
Used with permission. Music: Owen Alstott, © 1977, 1990, OCP. Veni Creator 
Spiritus, Text: attr. to Rabanus Maurus. Verses 1–6 tr. by James Quinn, SJ, © 1994, 
Published by OCP. Music: Chant, Mode VIII. Ven al Banquete/Come to the Feast, Text: 
Bob Hurd, Pia Moriarty and Jaime Cortez. Text and music © 1994, Bob Hurd and Pia 
Moriarty. Published by OCP. Oh Señor, Delante de Ti, © 1985, Carmelo Erdozáin. 
Exclusive agent for all English-speaking nations: OCP. The Summons 
(KELVINGROVE), Tune: Arr. by John L. Bell; © 1987, Wild Goose Resource Group, 
Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: © 1987, Wild Goose Resource 
Group, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.  

Other Music Credits 

Sacerdote para Siempre, Jeséd Ministerio de Música, Monterrey, Mexico.  

Quisiera Ser Tu Cruz, Music and Text: Mercedes Casas.  

Aquí Estoy/Here I am, Words: Iván Diaz, Fr. Rob Galea, Ricardo Grzona, & Shafik 
Palis. Music: Iván Diaz, Fr. Rob Galea, & Shafik Palis. © 2018 Ivan Diaz/Fr. Rob Galea. 
Used with permission from Fr Rob Galea. All rights reserved. For further 
information contact hello@frgminsitry.com  
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