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WE WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW WHO 

YOU ARE!



Almighty God, 

From whom all truth and peace proceed, 
gently open the minds and hearts of all people
to the joy and peace that only you can offer. 

Guide us with Your pure and peaceable wisdom
so that Your kingdom may go forward, 

till the earth be filled with the knowledge of Your love 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Teach me your way, LORD, that I may rely on your faithfulness; give me an 
undivided heart, that I may fear your name. 

Psalm 86:11

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11728
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=27
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6682
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus


Goals for Our Breakout Session

◦ 1. To become more familiar with the content Credible Catholic is 

offering Catholic Educators.

◦ 2. To identify opportunities in the Science and Religion curriculum to 
implement Credible Catholic into the classroom.

◦ 3.  To explore practical ways to integrate Credible Catholic into the 

current Science and Religion curriculum for all students.



What does Credible Catholic 

have to offer?



Questions

◎ How do you see Credible Catholic implemented in 
your school?

◎ What are some challenges?
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The 3 challenges we have identified in implementing 

Credible Catholic …

Challenge
#1

Volume of 
Content



Challenge
#2

Religion 
Standards

for
Grades 7 

and 8

Where can I 

introduce 

this in a 

packed 

curriculum?



Suggested
Middle 
School

Standards
Alignment

NOTE:

Magis 

Center is 

working to 

re-tool 
middle 

school 

modules

Module Standards Correlation

1: Evidence of a Soul 

from Medical Studies

Gr 8 Life Science

2: Evidence of God's 

Existence from 

Science

Gr 7 Physical Science

3: Proof of God's 

Existence from 

Philosophy

Gr 7 Religion: 7-CLMS-EDNE
State the importantce of respecting the religious 
beliefs of others, while aslo sharing our beliefs with 

them in word and action

4: Proof of Jesus' 

Resurrection & Divinity

Gr 7 Religion: 7-KF-R-3
Retell stories from the New Testament in which Jesus is 
acknolwedged as both divine & human (hypostatic 

union)

5: Why Be Catholic? Gr 8 Religion: 8-CLMS-EDNE
Recall & understand the implications for your own life 
that Jesus commanded the discplies to "go and make 

disciples of all nations"

6: True Happiness Gr 8 Religion: 8-ME-HP-3
Identify & describe how conscience is a function of 
reason that allows one to be responsible for one's 

actions

7: Why Would an All-

Loving God Allow 

Suffering?

Gr 7 Religion: 7-KF-T
Describe how through the love and life of Jesus Christ 
we have been redeemed by God's mercy and lvoe of 

the Holy Spirit.



Religion 
Standards

For
Grades

9-12



Challenge
#2.2

Religion 
Standards

for
Grades 7 

and 8

Where do I 
put this in 

the 
curriculum?

Does CC belong 

in the Science 

Curriculum or the 

Religion 

Curriculum…or 

perhaps both?

Group Chat



Quick Survey

◦ Please take a moment to fill 

out the following form. We 

will use the questions 

submitted to start the 

question and answer 
period.

◦ https://forms.gle/zoKtPjfFG

pzfnNjC8

https://forms.gle/zoKtPjfFGpzfnNjC8


Challenge
#3

Where do I 
start?

How do I create 

meaningful 

lessons for so 

much material?



Credible Catholic

Module 2

Evidence of God’s 

Existence from 

Science



On what do we base 
our faith in God the 

Creator?



What does Sacred Scripture
tell us? 

Ever since the creation of the world his 

eternal power and divine nature, invisible 

though they are, have been understood and 

seen through the things he has made.

Romans 1:20



Module 2

Evidence of God’s Existence from Science

Unit 1 Relationship Between Science and Religion

a. Unreasonable Faith:   beliefs despite credible evidence

b. Blind Faith: I trust but… I don’t really know or understand why…

I can’t really explain it or demonstrate why it is true…

Unexamined faith…no good reason

c. Forensic Faith: Evidence points to what we believe…we can draw 

inference using reason and it survives scrutiny.



Unit 2 
The Big Bang and the Expansion of the 

Universe: Scientific Fact

a. Creation of Matter - Energy - Space - Time (13.7+ billion years ago)

b. Father Georges Lemaitre – Big Bang Theory (proposed 1920)

c. Edwin Hubble – Redshift Theory (1925 confirmed Big Bang Theory)

d. Albert Einstein Theory of Relativity (1915) (Accepted Big Bang 1933)



Unit 3 
The Borde-Vilenkin-Guth (BVG) Proof

2003

Physicists Arvind Borde, Alexander Vilenkin, Alan Guth (BVG)

“A beginning is required for any universe with an average 

expansion rate greater than zero” 

a. Entropy

b. 2nd law of thermodynamics 



Unit 4 
The Religious Significance of the 

Beginning of the Universe

◦ Kalam’s Cosmological Argument (cause)

◦ Extended review of the Big Bang and the implications on belief



Unit 5  
Science, Fine-Tuning and God

◦ The exceedingly improbable precise conditions for 
complex life to emerge and develop



Unit 6  

Fine-Tuning and Universal Theories

◦ Looking at the facts of the natural world – God is outside of the natural world

◦ Problems with God of the Gaps world view

◦ How? and the Why? are different questions

◦ 3 problems with the Theory of the Multiverse

◦ Fine-tuning points to God/Cosmological Constants



How to Dissect, 

Digest, and 

Teach Module 2 

in a MS Science 

Class
Scientific Evidence for the Existence of God



NGSS Standards
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PS 1 - Matter and Its Interactions
PS 2 - Motion and Stability: Forces and Interactions
PS 3 - Energy
PS 4 - Waves
ESS 1 - Earth’s Place in the Universe
Crosscutting Concepts 1-7

Skills
Claim, Evidence, Reason (CER)
Sense making
Science Process



Student Learning Intention: Credible Catholic

What are we learning? We are learning about the 

evidence that helps us determine the existence of 

God.

Why are we learning this? We are learning this 

because the existence of God is fundamental to our 

beliefs as Catholics. Knowing the evidence will help us 
explain this belief to others.
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CC - Success Criteria for Students

How can I be successful? I can:

1. Compare and contrast the solar system with the galaxy and the 

universe.

2. Describe what makes evidence credible.

3. Define faith from the Catholic perspective.

4. Define the Big Bang Theory

5. Define and give an example of the doppler shift.

6. Describe at least 2 pieces of evidence for the Big Bang Theory.

7. Describe how the Big Bang Theory points to the existence of 

God.
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CC - Success Criteria Continued

8. Define and give an example of entropy

9. Explain how entropy provides evidence that the universe must 

have a beginning.

10. How big is 1010123?

11. Give an example of how the universe is fine tuned.

12. Explain the idea that one small change in the universe would 

make it impossible for life to exist.

Credible Catholic Link
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https://www.crediblecatholic.com/12ppt/7E-P2-A/


Sample Parent E-mail

Dear Parents,

Your students have been learning about evidence for their faith using an exemplary 

program put out by the Magis Center, a non-profit organization dedicated to developing 

educational materials on the complementarity of science, philosophy, and faith.

Last week, students learned about "Evidence of God's Existence from Science." This 

week, we'll embark on "Proof of Jesus' Resurrection and Divinity." This fall, I completed 

training as a Credible Catholic Master Teacher under the guidance of Fr. Robert 

Spitzer, Jesuit priest, educator, founder and head of the Magis Center, and retired 

president of Gonzaga University (my daughter's alma mater!) 

I encourage you to look through these modules yourself. They are self-guided slides 

with narration and videos that are engaging, and filled with powerful evidence of our 

faith. It's my hope that you can discuss the content at home. As Catholic Christians, we 

believe faith, science, and reason are gifted to us to work together.
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https://www.crediblecatholic.com/free-resources/


Module 2
Evidence of God’s Existence from Science

Unit 4 
The Religious Significance of the Beginning 

of the Universe

◦ Course: Divine Revelation

◦ Grade: 9

◦ Theme: Natural Revelation



IS IT 

REASONABLE 

TO BELIEVE 

THAT GOD 

EXISTS?



Learning Intentions: Student will discover and consider scientific evidence
which can help them understand why it is reasonable to believe in God. 

In addition, students will deliberate what God is revealing about Himself 

through natural revelation. 

Aligned Activity: Students will

◦ 1. review Fr. George Lemaitre’s Big Bang Theory

◦ 2. complete The Credible Catholic Module 2 Unit 4 lesson

◦ 3  participate in a group discussion about the evidence for reasonable 

belief in the existence of God.

◦ 4. complete a personal response regarding the most convincing 

argument for the existence of God.

Success Criteria: By the end of this lesson, student will be able to formulate 

a forensic statement of faith for the belief in the existence of God. 



CC Module 2 Unit 4

https://courses.crediblecatholic.com/Default.aspx?pagename=MyDashboard


a. Creation of Matter, Space, Time and Energy

b. Entropy and 2nd law of Thermodynamics

c. Father Georges Lemaitre 

(Balloon analogy/Edwin Hubble/Albert Einstein)

d. Red-Shifting - as things move away – galaxies appear 

red as they move away



Discussion Questions

1. Identify and explain what physical evidence presented in     
Module 2 unit 4, regarding the creation of the universe, 
provides the best evidence to support the argument for the 
existence of God?

2. If God does exist and is the creator of space, matter, time 
and energy, what attributes do you think God is revealing 
about Himself through the process of creation that can be 
observed  through Science? 



Personal Response

Formulate a forensic statement of 
faith for the reasonable belief in the 

existence of God. Your statement 

must reference an example of the 

physical evidence for God 

presented in the lesson found in this 
module.



Data – Grade 7 Science Class 2021
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Questions?








